-TONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
of her second year; after that she showed a striking
preference for her father. For instance, at the age of fifteen
months she would repeatedly demand to stay alone in the room
with him and, sitting on his knee, look at books with him. At the
age of eighteen months, however, her attitude changed again,
and once more she preferred her mother. Simultaneously she
began to suffer from pawr nocturnus and a dread of animals, She
developed an excessive fixation to her mother and a very pro-
nounced father-identification. At the beginning of her third
year she displayed increasing ambivalence, and was so extremely
difficult to bring up that when she was two years and nine months
she was brought for analytic treatment. At this time she had for
some months shown very considerable inhibition in play, as well
as an inability to tolerate deprivations, an excessive sensitivity to
pain, and marked moodiness. The following experiences had
contributed to this development. Up till the age of nearly two
years Rita had slept in her parents' room, and the effects of the
primal scene showed plainly in her analysis. The occasion of
the outbreak of her neurosis, however, was the birth of her little
brother. Soon after this, still greater difficulties manifested them-
selves which rapidly increased. There can be no cloubt that there
is a close connection between neurosis and such profound effects
of the Oedipus complex experienced at so early an age. I cannot
determine whether it is neurotic children whom the early working
of the Oedipus complex affects so intensely, or if children become
neurotic when this complex sets in too soon. It is, however,
certain that experiences such as I have mentioned here make the
conflict more severe and therefore either increase the neurosis or
cause it to break out.
I shall now select from this case the features which the analysis
of children of different ages has taught me arc typical. They are
seen most directly in the analysis of little children. In several
cases in which I analysed anxiety-attacks in very young children,
these attacks proved to be the repetition of a pavor nocturnus which
had occurred in the second half of the child's second year and at
the beginning of its third year. This fear was at once an effect
and a neurotic elaboration of the Oedipus complex. There are
a great many elaborations of this sort and they lead us to certain
positive conclusions as to the effects of the Oedipus complex.1
Amongst such elaborations, in which the connection with the
Oedipus situation was quite clear, are to be reckoned the way in
1 The close connection of such elaborations with anxiety has already been, demon-
strated by me in my chapter on 'Infant Analysis', p. 87, where I discussed the relation
between anxiety and inhibition.
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